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Group 1: With Verbal Descriptions Group: 21, 22, 20, 20, 18, 20

Group 2: Without Verbal Descriptions Group: 19, 20, 19, 18, 16, 20

To enter data for an independent samples t test, you will need two columns. The first is the IV (i.e., 
grouping variable). In this case, we need to enter a number to indicate the group that each person was in 
(i.e., verbal descriptions or no verbal descriptions). You can use any numbers, but below we used a “1” to 
indicate verbal descriptions and a “2” to indicate no verbal descriptions. The second column is the DV (the 
dependent variable, i.e., the variable on which the two groups are being compared). In this case, the DV is 
the visual memory score of each person. When you are done, the data file should look like Figure 10.4.

  Figure 10.4    SPSS Screenshot of Data Entry Screen for an Independent t Test

Computing an Independent Samples t Test
•• Click on the Analyze menu. Choose Compare Means and then Independent Samples t Test (see 

Figure 10.5).

•• Move the Independent Variable (the one that indicates which group someone is in) into the 
Grouping Variable box, and click on Define. Enter the values you used to designate Group 1 and 
Group 2 in the appropriate boxes (in the above screenshot, you would enter the values 1 and 2, 
respectively).


